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Malaria in Malawi

Fact:  Malaria is a serious and sometimes fatal disease.

Fact:  Malaria is transmitted by infected mosquitoes.

Fact:  In Africa, every 30 seconds a child dies from malaria

Fact:  The whole population is at risk in Malawi.

Fact:  Most vulnerable are pregnant women and children under 5.

What is the affect on the people of Malawi?

In addition to the physical effects of Malaria, there are huge economic losses.  Families may spend more than a quarter of their meager yearly income to treat malaria.  (Average income less than $200/year).  Malaria also keeps adults from working, which is lost income to the family and lost productivity.

What is being done?

Currently, pregnant women are targeted to receive preventative treatment drugs.  Antimalarial drugs are given to those infected, especially children, but distribution and availability are problems.  Less than 30% of children under 5 and pregnant women receive treatment.

What is working?

Insecticide-treated mosquito nets!!!.  The nets are used at night when mosquitoes bite.  Surveys have found that this technology can reduce deaths and illness by between 25 and 50%.  

What can we do?

Monies are needed to continue the bed net project.  Each net costs about $7 and monies will be sent to the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malawi to purchase nets treated with a human-safe insecticide to be given to children at the feeding centers and pregnant women.
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